
‭King’s Cross Talks‬
‭BD202: Gospel, Kingdom, and Culture‬

‭We could all use a topographical map to visualize how Christian life is expressed in a fallen world.‬
‭For this talk we’ll define terms like Gospel, church, and kingdom, imagining how these interact with‬
‭the world in which we live. We’ll also need to define culture and worldview, and understand what‬
‭theologians mean by the expression, common grace. More than a new evangelistic technique, this‬
‭talk will help us understand our landscape and locate various pathways for each of us to glorify‬
‭God.‬

‭A. Life in the aquarium: Culture‬
‭“There are these two young fish swimming along and they happen to meet an older fish swimming‬
‭the other way, who nods at them and says “Morning, boys. How’s the water?” And the two young‬
‭fish swim on for a bit, and then eventually one of them looks over at the other and goes “What … is‬
‭water?”‬‭1‬

‭1.‬ ‭There are different ways to use the word,‬‭culture‬
‭Ancient. Danish. Business. Institutional. Ethnic. National. Democratic. Positive. Secular.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Defining,‬‭culture‬
‭a.‬ ‭“norms of behavior … underlying shared values that help keep those norms in place.”‬
‭b.‬ ‭“lens through which a vision of life and social order is expressed, experienced, and‬

‭explored … a‬‭lived‬‭worldview. . . . the software that determines how things function and‬
‭how people relate in a given society.”‬‭2‬

‭c.‬ ‭“historically transmitted pattern of meanings embodied in symbols … a system of inherited‬
‭conceptions expressed in symbolic form by means of which men communicate, perpetuate,‬
‭and develop their knowledge about and attitudes towards life.”‬‭3‬

‭3.‬ ‭Cultures can be‬‭made‬
‭King Jeroboam (1 Kings 11:25-33) establishes a new religion. A new culture.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Is culture, in general,‬‭neutral‬‭?‬

‭B. Into the aquarium: the Kingdom of God‬
‭Anticipated (in the OT)     Inaugurated (mission of Jesus)     Will be consummated (Second Coming)‬

‭1.‬ ‭Today, the Kingdom of God is both present and future‬
‭a.‬ ‭Present. "The kingdom of heaven is at hand (Mt 3:2)," “in the midst of you (Lk. 17:20-21),"‬

‭and "if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come‬
‭upon you (Mt. 12:28)."‬

‭3‬ ‭Preferred by Carson, from Clifford Geertz; see‬‭Christ and Culture Revisited‬‭(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008) 2.‬

‭2‬ ‭John Kotter and Kevin Vanhoozer, from William Edgar,‬‭Created and Creating: A Biblical Theology of Culture‬
‭(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2016), 5-6, 9.‬

‭1‬ ‭David Foster Wallace, 2005 commencement address at Kenyon College; see‬‭This Is Water: Some Thoughts,‬
‭Delivered on a Significant Occasion, about Living a Compassionate Life‬‭(New York: Little, Brown, and Co., 2009)‬‭.‬



‭b.‬ ‭Future. Jesus says of Isaiah 61.1-2, "today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing‬
‭(Lk.4.21)." For Jesus, this is a present event with an exception: He leaves out the "day of‬
‭vengeance" (see Mt 25:31-46; 1 Cor. 15:22–28; 15:50-58).‬

‭2.‬ ‭Defining,‬‭kingdom of God‬
‭a.‬ ‭“The redemptive reign of God dynamically active to establish his rule among men, … which‬

‭will appear as an apocalyptic act, has already come into human history in the person and in‬
‭the mission of Jesus to overcome evil, to deliver men from its power, and to bring them into‬
‭the blessings of God’s reign … involves two great moments: fulfillment within history, and‬
‭consummation at the end of history.”‬‭4‬

‭b.‬ ‭“God’s people in God’s place under God’s rule and blessing.”‬‭5‬

‭3.‬ ‭How much kingdom is here now, and how much do we need to wait for?‬
‭Under-realized eschatology‬ ‭Over-realized eschatology‬
‭Separation from the world‬ ‭Assimilation into the world‬
‭Legalism‬ ‭Permissiveness‬
‭Cultural renewal is impossible‬ ‭Cultural renewal is unnecessary‬
‭Worship is grim‬ ‭Worship is hyped‬

‭C. New life in the aquarium: Gospel and the Church‬
‭1.‬ ‭When the Gospel is preached, there is an emergence of a new people (‬‭species of fish?‬‭).‬
‭2.‬ ‭The new people form a new society called, the visible church (‬‭school of fish?‬‭).‬
‭a.‬ ‭This has always been the case: Abraham’s family, Hebrew people, Israel, exiled remnant‬
‭b.‬ ‭The inaugurated kingdom is‬‭realized‬‭,‬‭expressed‬‭,‬‭manifested‬‭, in the church.‬
‭c.‬ ‭The inaugurated kingdom is displayed by the church in God’s will, lived out by the church.‬‭6‬

‭D. Old fish and new fish, same water: Christ and Culture‬
‭1.‬ ‭“Every Christian culture is necessarily shaped by its surrounding culture even while it‬

‭forms part of it, and even while it has strong ties to Christian cultures in other parts of the‬
‭world by virtue of shared allegiance to the Bible and its storyline, to which all Christian‬
‭cultures lay claim, which authoritative text has, for Christians, a norming authority that‬
‭enables them in substantial measure to withstand the pull in the direction of other‬
‭elements in the broader culture.”‬‭7‬

‭2.‬ ‭H. Richard Niebuhr postulated in‬‭Christ and Culture‬‭(1953) that there are five ways in‬
‭which Christians interact with culture: Christ against culture (separation), Christ of‬
‭culture (no tension), Christ above culture (above the fray), Christ and culture in paradox‬
‭(tension), Christ transforming culture.‬

‭3.‬ ‭If not‬‭transforming‬‭culture, then what?‬

‭7‬ ‭D. A. Carson,‬‭Christ and Culture Revisited‬‭(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008), 98.‬

‭6‬ ‭“yes, the kingdom gives birth to the church; the church expresses the kingdom; the church is even an arm of the‬
‭kingdom. But the church is not identical with the kingdom. We can rephrase the above sentences: The redeeming‬
‭reign of God gives birth to the church; the church expresses the redeeming reign of God; the church is even the‬
‭theological hub, the driving engine of the redeeming rule of God in our lives and therefore a result of the redeeming‬
‭reign of God, an expression of the kingdom. Moreover, the church is the most significant manifestation of the kingdom‬
‭of God as we await the return of Christ. The institutional church, however, is not the whole of the kingdom of God. For‬
‭the kingdom of God comes to manifestation where His will of precept is lived out in obedience and directed to God’s‬
‭glory and in service to the world and our neighbors.” J. Mark Beach,‬‭Reformed Pathways‬‭, 30.2 (Dec 2011).‬

‭5‬ ‭Graeme Goldsworthy,‬‭Gospel and Kingdom‬‭; cited in Vaughan Roberts,‬‭God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of‬
‭the Bible‬‭(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2002), 21.‬

‭4‬ ‭G. E. Ladd,‬‭The Presence of the Future‬‭; cited in Anthony Hoekema,‬‭The Bible and the Future‬‭(Grand Rapids, MI:‬
‭Eerdmans, 1994), 112.‬



‭E. The aquarium sits on God’s shelf‬
‭“Certain areas of existence are not reducible to culture. For example, being made after the image‬
‭of God is not a cultural phenomenon. Worship is not simply a part of culture, although the way we‬
‭worship is characterized by culture. Nor, of course, is God himself a cultural being, although in his‬
‭communications with us he accommodates to human culture.”‬‭8‬

‭1.‬ ‭Abraham Kuyper: “No single piece of our mental world is to be hermetically sealed off from‬
‭the rest, and there is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over‬
‭which Christ, who is sovereign over all, does not cry: Mine!”‬‭9‬

‭a.‬ ‭Pre-culture Covenant of Redemption‬
‭b.‬ ‭Pre-culture Creational good‬
‭c.‬ ‭Pre-culture Image of God in Man‬
‭d.‬ ‭Post-culture consummation‬
‭2.‬ ‭The new‬‭species of fish‬‭, nourished and strengthened in the new‬‭school‬‭, swim in culture.‬
‭a.‬ ‭Occupy similar spheres: family, education, state, economy, science, art.‬
‭b.‬ ‭Highlight the pre-culture truth and post-culture hope as salt and light‬
‭c.‬ ‭Offer a foretaste in the church.‬
‭d.‬ ‭Evangelize with the free offer of the gospel.‬

‭Resources‬
‭Greg Gilbert,‬‭What is the Gospel?‬
‭Vaughan Roberts,‬‭Tracing God’s Story: An Introduction to Biblical Theology‬

‭9‬ ‭Abraham Kuyper, “Sphere Sovereignty,” in‬‭Abraham Kuyper: A Centennial Reader‬‭, ed. James D. Bratt (Grand‬
‭Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 488.‬

‭8‬ ‭Edgar, 10.‬


